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to the representutive of the Communist Internat ions1 in 


ilgiers. Diss isfaction is exoréssed at the unsatisfactory 
af Li 
nner in which the latter has conducted his activities ‘ 
® 
as a result of which the French clice have been able to 


Obtain detailed information concerning the Communist organ- 


izations. 
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May 22, 1925. 


THE COMINTSRA AND ALGIRS. 


The following are extracts from a letter 
dated Pebruary 23th, 1925, from Blom, of the 
Presidium of the Southern-France Bureau of the Com- 
munist Party, to the COMINTYRN Representative in 
Algiers. 

"The sub-commission for Colonial “uestions has 
decided that the actual method of recruitment of 
natives for the execution of the business of the 
Party runs counter to the fundamental principle 
established by the Mxecutive Committee of the Com- 
munist International and repeatedly confirmed to 
you = to carry on work in such a manner that 
neither its aims, nor the persons and organizations 
directing it, shonld be kmown to the employees 
engaged. 

"Wow according to information received by me 
the French police in Algiers possess detailed 
information as to our organizations, which has 
been obtained from the natives in your service. 

"I have reported this to the Chief of Bureau 
of the Central- Committee and proposed to liquidate 
the whole organization in Algiers or to transfer 
it to some other point... 


"In your report it is stated that both in 


the town and district you are able to observe, 


through detachments organized by you, the activities 
of the police with resnect to the secret organ- 
izations of natives, but that you could not under- 
take active operations if required owing to 

the small numbers of these organized detachments 

and their unrelixbility. 

"T would remind you that your duties are con- 
fimvaed orly to the orzanization of detachments and 
collecting exact information as to the whereabouts 
of denots of military equinment, arsenals, and 
observation over ways of communicat ion. 

"Judging from your last revort your stores of 
arms and exolosives are untouched and there savpears 
to be no danger of their being discovered. 

"The next vressing task may possibly be the 
blowing un of the line Algiers-Tunis, for which 
reason increase suvervision over the weak points 
of this line and prepare a "shock" group which 
could at the first order execute this task. 

"All communications direct as before to. L.s. 


au .K. 
With fraternal greetings, 


F.B." 


Note: The proposed attempt upon the Algiers- 
Tunis Tine was not carried out. The whole organ- 
ization in Northern Algiers is weak, so that the 
Central Committee of the French Communist Party 
has raised the question of its partial liquidation. 
It is proposed to leave only two voints - at 
Oran and Bona. 
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I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the 
attention of the Department, e report by Vice Consul 


David Williamson, entitled "Communistic Activity in- 
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No.71 (Voluntary Report ) 
From David Williamson Vice Consul, 


Algiers, Algeria. November 16,1925 


COMMUNISTIC ACTIVITY IN ALGERIA. 
x 

On October 14, 1925, Mr. Violette, the Governor 
General of Algeria, made public a detailed account of 
communistic activities in the colony. He stated that 
at the time of his assuming office in May of 1925 the 
spreed of communism was rather considerable; that he 
had taken measures for its suppression; and that the 
seizure of much Soviet literature had led to the dis- 
covery of an organized attempt to induce the Algerian 


natives to revolt in sympathy with Abd-el-Krin. 


The comniim ieche! 
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The communists’ scheme, he continued, was first 
to foster a vigorous nationalist movement, thus 
throwing off the French yoke} it was left to a later 
date to ae the native leaders, including the 
Sultan of Morocco, and to establish the Soviet system 
throughout North Africa, 

He went on to describe at length the Soviet 
organization and its plans for disrupting the established 
Government in Algeria. 

While it was not officially stated what measures 
were taken to suppress these activities, it is generally 
known that a campaign against communism was set in motion 
resulting in searching suspected houses, in deporting 
or arresting active Soviet sympathizers, and in closely 
watching nationalist leaders. 

The results appear to heve been satisfactory, and 
in this connection the closing sentences of the inter- 
view are significant: 

"At present communistic activity has entirely 

“quieted down. You have proof of this in the 

"results of the last regional elections. And 

"you know that during the 24-hour-strike (general 

"throughout France) there was not one striker 

“in Algeria." 

In the opinion of the best-informed among the 
English-speaking colony here, and of the more astute 
French business men, the Governor General would not 
have published so frank and detailed a statement had 
not communism been almost completely eradicated from the 


territory under his jurisdiction. Thus, it would seem 


that the 


a3 

thet the hopes of Abd-el-Krim- that the Algerian 
natives would espouse his cause and create disturbances 
in the rear of his enemies~ are nullified at the same 
time as Moscow's plans for spreading its doctrine in 
North Africa. 

Since this is by far the most comprehensive 
statement concerning communism that has emanated 
from officialsources it has been thought edvisable 
to transmit herewith a translation of the somewhat 


lengthly interview in toto. 
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American Vice Consul. 


Approved November 16, 1925. 
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TRANSLATION OF THE INTERVIEW . 


On Communistic Activity In Algeria, 


Given to the Press by the Governor General of Algeria, 


October 14, 1925. 


we ge arrived in Algeria (May 27, 1925), the 


situation was somewhat disquieting. Quite serious 
disturbances were reported from the barracks. Pam- 
phlets were being distributed there in great numbers 
and violent appeals in favor of Abd-el-Krim's cause 
were being made to the Natives. 

I had to take this matter in hand and try to put 
a stop to it, all the more so as the Soviet plan, 
which is an open secret, is to make the rounds of 
Europe arousing all primitive peoples. They have an 
admirably well organized propaganda, with a central 
office in Vienna, and with sub offices, one in Paris 
for Africa, one in London for the English colonies, 
and one in Prague for the Balkans, This clever 
organization, which tries out the bolchevist propaganda 
in favorable places, publishes a newspaper "La Cor- 
respondance Internationale ," which is received by a 
certain number of Algerians. This sheet, as you may 
guess, makes the apologia of the Soviet regime, discusses 


the best 
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the best method for spreading the propaganda and, in 
a general way, the ways of preparing the revolution. 

What were the results of this activity in 
Algeria? When I decided to know (it was my duty to 
know) I had an inquiry started, which lead to perquisitions 
that furnished us with useful facts. 

The communist organization, — every one knows, is 
made up of ‘oranches! and 'cells'. In Algeria there 
were seven branches and forty ‘'cells'. Of the latter 
the most important in the city of Algiers were: the 
Central Telegraph 'cell', with 14 members; the Postal 
Receipts 'cell', with 22; the State Railroad tcell', with 
10; the Gas Company ‘cell', with 35; the P.L.M. Shops 
‘cel 1', with 50 members. Outside of iptewey, the most 
important center was at Sétif with which were affiliated 
a certain number of natives. 

The communist party thought it necessary to consolidate 
and amplify this organization and, for this purpose, 
L'HUMANITE sent a mission to Algeria composed of Messrs. 
Arrighi, Lozeray, am Aucouturier. At this juncture | 
the Police had the good fortune to find Arrighi's baggage, 
in which were discovered important documents that showed 


the direction of the coming campaign. 


First, the 
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First, the natives must be won over, an active pro- 
paganda carried on in the douars (native villages),and 
the theses to be developed were the following: 

" The Riffian Republic is the model of confederated 
republics." 

" Abd-el-Krim is not only a great military leader, 
but a remarkable organizer.” 

"The Moroccans' cause is yours- Fraternization - 
Abd-el-Krim revolted because he was struck and whipped 
by Spanish officers." 

The metnods to be used in bringing the natives into 
the revolt were discovered in a document found at Spielman's¥# 
house: 

1-Refusal to pay taxes. 
2-Return to banditry, robberies and crimes, whence 
would spring the revolt against the Caid, the 
judge, the administrator. 
3-Kidnapping of policemen . 
4-Formation of an Algerian republic administrated 
by the delegates of each region (Biboulet, Spielman, 
Lendieri). 
All this was to take place under the guise of a 
movment in favor of Khaled ( a partisan of Abd-el-Krim) 
This is confirmed by the prepared lectures brought 
by Arrighi which form a manuel of about a huhdred pages. 
According to it, everything was to be a pretext of agitation, 
particularly Khaled, local troubles, the wer in Morocco, 
etc.; it is necessary, it says, to "actualize our plans 


of action, to be followed up by very short tracts". And 


in this manuel there is a skeleton for a lecture in every 
circumstance, 
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# See Report No.51, June 19, 1925. 
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circumstance, in which the history of communism is 

set forth, along with an apologia for the Russian 
revolution and for the III Intemational. Action 

was to be taken by honey combing the land with 'cells'; 
but before all, the army was to be disorganized and 

the youth of the country was to be stirred up. 

As usual with comnunist projects, there was a 
course of 18 lessons, each one starting by questions 
on the preceding lesson. At the beginning of the first 
lesson was an amplification of the general thesis: the 
prolatarian revolution by the uprising of the "oppressed". 
These lessons presented a revolutionary interpretation 
of Marxism in a readily assimilated form. Of course 
there was a long apologia of the Russian revolution, 
set forth as being the end of the class struggle. Note 
this final sentence :" Soviet Russia is a sanctuary for 
the proletariat of the world." 

The lesson on the actics and strategy of communism 
says: "Coordinate the proletarian struggle with the native 
uprising in the colonies against the imperialestic op- 
pressors," The last lesson was devoted to developing 
the idea of the inevitable revolt of the so-called op- 
pressed peoples. It is explained that the colonies 
are the vital spots of the great powers. "Unless im- 
perialism is hit in this vital spot, there is no hope 
of success." To obtain this end ,all means are proper. 


One must not 
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One must not be a slave to a dogma and "it may 
happen that we will have to support a nationalist 
movment among the native bourgeoisie, even ina 
country where there is a proletariat already in 
conflict with the real bourgeoisie. The point of 
view to take is this: concentrate the maximum force 
at the enemy's weakest point. The end of all our acts 
is to bring about a revolutionary insurection." 

To follow out this program, Arrighi's mission had 
two outlines of lectures on the Riffian War. The first 
was to explain from the communist point of view the 
revolt of Abd-el-Krim against Spain. The problem is 
not entirely Spanish, he says, for the Sultan of Morocco 
is but a figure-head under orders from France; in re- 
ality it is a question of "the North African revolution 
against Franco-Spanish imperialism and against the Sultan 
himself." The second lecture is a lyrical description 
of the military and political organization of the Riffian 
Republic. 

Among the other seized documents were " a resolution 
on the duties of the Algerian delegation", developing 
the general plan "to enlarge our sphere of action by 
bringing the native masses into the revolutionary 
movement." Thus there was to be an intensive recruiting 
among the natives, the information of native groups, of 
a Lenin-Marxion school in Algiers, and of a telegraphic 
office and the preparation of tracts and pamphlets. 


How was 
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How was the program put into action? (1) 
L'HumanitS on August 24, announced that Algerian 
troops ar Beyrouth rebelled, and wrote:"The Algerian 
troops have understood their duty; they have refused 
to fight their brothers. Only let all prolatarians 
fraternize with the native masses ant it is all up 
with Buroepan colonization." (2) The Khaled- 
Monmmousseau gathering excited the natives to inaus 
gurate the Soviet regime, and Treint asked the soldiers 
and natives to point their bayonettes against their 
Trench officers. (3) Mr. Henriet,in a private meeting, 
said on August 21: "The natives have a pslendid chance 
to revolt against this murderous imperialism." (4) 
A note was found on a Spaniard (who was banished on 
September 6, and went to Paris to L'Humanité ) which 
explained that he knew "thet the native nationalist 
movement contained the germ of a slavery more terrible 
still than Muropean colonization for the native working 
masses", but that it was necessary to foster the movement 
in order to bring about the revolution. For this 
purpose both Abd-el-Krim, and Khaled must be used. (5) 
In the month of July at Sétif, 150 natives were enrolled 
in 'celis' Nos.20, 22, and 23. This sataetey feroucnt 
to light by the arrest of the native whose special 
duty was to gather subscriptions for Abd-el-Krim. Ina 


hearing 
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hearing he acknoweldged that a native uprising was 
planned. (6) Communist publications arrived in 
great quantity together with the "Correspondance 
Internationele" which is published in French at Vienna, 
that city being the center also of anti-Jewish pro- 
pagande, in Algeria. 

Thus you see, the thing was of considerable 
extent. It were treason not to intervene. At present, 
communistic activity has entirely quieted down. You 
have a proof of this in the reswlts of the last regional 
elections. And you know that during the 24-hour strike 


there was not one strike in Algeria, 
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